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September Parent Newsletter  
òWorking Together to Achieve Successó 

 

 
Score Big With Books  

 

Calendar Updates  

Sept. 3  No School / Labor Day  

 

Sept. 4- 7  Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Success (DIBELS)  testing  for  

   grades k-3  

 

Sept. 6    Curriculum Ni ght for parents of students in g rade 2 and 3  
    7:00-7:30 grade 2 in library 

    7:30-8:00 grade 3 in gym 

 

Sept. 10   Curriculum Night for parents of students in kindergarten and f irst   
    7:00-7:30 kindergarten in gym 

    7:30 ï 8:00 first grade in library 
 

Sept.  13  Curriculum Ni ght for parents of students in g rades 4 and 5  
    7:00-7:30 grade 5 in classrooms 

    7:30-8:00 grade 4 in classrooms  
 

Sept. 10-28   Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing for grades 3 -5  
   

Sept. 17   7:00 PTO Meeting in Library / Babysitting provided in gym  

   

Sept. 2 1 No School f or Students / Curriculum work and planning for 

t eachers  

 

Sept. 25  Cookie Dough Sales Kick - off  

 

  
Upcoming Events in October:  
Oct. 8    Cookie Dough Sales due 

Oct. 12    Steppinõ Out For Education Walk (4:00-6:00)  

Oct. 30   School Picture Day  

Oct. 15    PTO Meeting   



 

FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK     
 

Welcome to the new school year!  I hope you had a restful and 

relaxing summer and you are ready for a Fantastic new school year!  

The staff at McDonald School is ready and excited.  We have 

introduced the students to our building -wide reading theme, which is 

òScore Big with Books ó.   

 

Welco me New Students!  I want to make a special welcome to the new students and their 

families to McDonald School this year.  We have 73  brand new studen ts to our building 

(including 48  kindergarteners).  Our enrollment this year is 265, which is 26  students more 

than last year.  We have two sections of each grade level at McDonald.   

 

Welcome New Staff Members!   New teaching staff includes Collette Sauer  (4th grade ), 

new instructional aides include Lori Applegate  (Kindergarten), Jessica Bennett  

(Kindergarten) , Katie Wiseman  (Kindergarten ), Lynnette Ni les (Grade 2 ).  
 

McDonald School is a great place to be .  Our Mission is òWorking Together to Achieve 

Successó.  I want to encourage you to find ways to become involved in our school and in the 

education of all ou r children.   

 

 

 

10 ways to get involved in your childõs education: 

× Talk with your child every day about his or her school experiences, successes, and 

worries  

× Read the school handbook and all notices that the school sends home  ð STAY 

INFORMED.  

× Meet your childõs teacher and attend parent-teacher conferences when they are 

offered.  

× Consult your childõs teacher or school staff anytime you have concerns. 

× Attend open houses, school events, and programs for parents.  

× Stay aware of your childõs academic progress.  Praise all earnest efforts and 

accomplishments. 

× Review homework assignments each day and help your child organize time and work.  

× Provide learning experiences.  Visit museums, watch educational TV shows. And have 

books and other learning materials availabl e at home. 

× Volunteer and take an active role in McDonald PTO (Parent Teacher Organization).  

× Volunteer at school to assist in the classroom, help with field trips, and assist with 

fundraisers.  There are many opportunities to offer your services to McDonald  

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Important Reminders  
 

 

2007 -2008 Parent Notification Form  

Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA)  

 
According to Family  Educational Right s & Privacy Act of 1974 ( FERPA) and the Nebraska 

Statues  t he North Platte Public Schools are required to inform parents, eligible students 

and legal guardians that directory information, in regard to your child, may be released for 

educationally related purposes at the discretion of the building administrator.  A vailable at 

the school office is an informational sheet concerning the FERPA, detailing parental rights 

and District obligations.  Examples of the types of directory information that may be 

released are:  

 

 Parent and student names, gender, date of birth, ma iling address, listed telephone 

numbers; 

 Information typically found in school newsletters, yearbooks, or athletic programs, 

student id cards;  

 Names and pictures of participants in various extra -curricular activities;  

 Recipients of awards;  

 Height and weigh t of athletes; and  

 Individual photos, audio tapes or video releases to the media ; 

 Educational records requested by other schools in which the student seeks 

enrollment . 

 

The district will assume you are granting permission to include your child  in the schoo l 
directory information if you DO NOT fill out an exclusion form.  
 
The exclusion form needs to be signed and returned to your school principal by September 

28, 2007,  only if you DO NOT want this information released.  The form is available in any 

school office.  

 

 

North Platte  Public Schools Web Site  
 

The North Platte  Schools now has a new format on their web site at  nppsd.org.  At the 

site you have access to the lunch  menu, individual school information, Board of Education 

meeting agendas and minutes, newly adopted district policies and curriculum.  McDonald 

School will publish the monthly newsletter, announcements, calendar, parent handbook, 

supply list and staff  info rmation on the district web  site.  We invite you to stay connected 

to the schools through the use of this web site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Important Breakfast and Lunch Reminders  
 

 Student Lunch - $1.60 per day / $8.00 per week   Breakfast - $1.00 per day  

 Reduced Lunch ð 40 cents per day / $2.00 per week  Breakfast ð 30 cents per day  

 Adult Lunch - $2.75 per day     Adult Breakfast - $1.75  

 All money is collected in the office before school.  No money is accepted in the 

lunch line.  Mrs. Lombardi will send reminder notes hom e on Friday  with a payment 

envelope when your childõs account gets $1.60 or below.     

 Students in grades 2 -5 may purchase one extra treat per day for 50 cents.  Water, 

Poweraide, granola bars, snack crackers, and Fruit Roll U ps are available.  If you 

wish your child not to be allowed to purchase these items, please let us know, we can 

monitor their choices at the point of service.  

 Parents are welcome to join us for breakfast or lunch.  Please call the school office 

by 8:45 a.m. or send a note with your chi ld to reser ve a lunch.  Adult lunches must 

be paid for at the office.  Adult meals CAN NOT be deducted from a childõs 

account. 

 

Medication Reminder  

 
All medication, both prescription and over -the -counter, must be brought to school by 

parents or guardians a nd picked up by a parent /guardian when the medication is 

discontinued or at the end of the school year.  Medications cannot be sent to and from 

the school with the child.   

 

All medication is kept in the nursesõ office.  

 

Any medication, which comes to sc hool from home, must be in the original container with 

the current prescription information.  No medication will be given unless it is in the 

original container so that it can be properly identified.  This means pills in an envelope or 

baggie with a note w ill not be given.  

 

No medication will be given without a signed Medication Permission form (available in the 

school office) from the parent/guardian.  

 

These policies are for the safety and well being of all students/staff.   

 

 

Student Safety ð Stop at the  Office  

 
We welcome parents to visit the school.  All parents, visitors, and guests are required to 

report to the office when coming to visit during school hours.  This is also the case when 

coming to school to pick up your child early for an appointment.  Students need to be 

signed out at the office.  Thanks for your cooperation.  

 

 

 

 

 



Riding Bikes to School  

 
Children in kindergarten through second grade are discouraged from riding bicycles to 

school for safety reasons.  If you decide to allow your kindergarten ð 2nd grade child  to ride 

his/her bike to school, please inform the office in writing that gives your permission.  The 

police department should license bicycles brought on school grounds.  Bicycles are to be 

walked on and off school grounds and locked during the day at the  bike rack.   

 

School Arrival  

 
Children should not arrive on school grounds before 7:50 .  There is NO supervision prior to 

7:50 .  Children can arrive at school between 7:50 -8:05  and should enter the building by the 

front doors: (please be here by 8: 05 for breakfast)  

Students not eating breakfast will go to the following before school supervised areas:  

 Kdg. Classrooms until Sept. 14 and then to the gym  

 1-3  Gym for story time/buddy reading  

 4-5  Library for supervised study hall  

  

No students are allowed o n the playground before or after school.  Thank you for your 

cooperation in monitoring your childõs school arrival time. 

 

 

Fee Waiver Applications  

 
ü Fee waiver applications are available at the office should you wish to apply.  

ü To qualify for a fee waiver yo u must qualify for free or reduced lunches.  

ü The only fee at the elementary level, which is subject  to the waiver, is fifth grade 

orchestra instrumental fee.  

ü There are no other fees charged in the elementary grades.  

 

 

 

SAFETY PATROL FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
Fifth  grade students have been trained by Officer Rick Harms of the North Platte Police 

Department and have signed permission slips from parents to serve as crossing guards.   

 

The crossing g uards for the month of September are:  
Jocelyn Loutzenhiser  Christopher Wheeler  Elena Farley  Tyler Aden  

 

Crossing guards are on duty from 7:50 ð 8:10 in the mo rning and after school from 3:25 ð 

3:35  at the corners of McDonald and Birchwood, and McDonald and Grande.  The crossing 

guards serve to ensure the safety of all our chi ldren when crossing the street before and 

after school.  Please encourage your children to always cross at a corner where there is a 
crossing guard.  

 

 

 



 

 

New Protocol for Non - Custodial Parent Issues  

 
1.  Parent Teacher Conferences  

No separate conferences unless there is a protection/restraining order on file  

Rationale: Due to the fact that the number of dual households is on the rise and 

class sizes are increasing, it is unrealistic to expect teachers to hold multiple 

conferences per child within the time restraints of the conference schedule.  

In difficult custody/divorce situations it is imperative that both parties hear 

exactly the same information at a conference. The principal will be involved in 

conferences if needed.  

 

2.  Release of students to non - custodial parents:  

 

Rationale: Custody order does NOT narrow or limit a noncustodial parentõs access to 

a child unless it is specified as such.  

 Unless there is a termination of rights order in place, schools will NOT 

accept a copy of a custody order.  

 Schools are not subject to the jurisdiction of the Court in restraining 

orders unless the school is specifically named.  

 

a. The school cannot restrict a noncustodial parent from picking up their child 

from school even at the request of the custodial parent.  

b. Restraini ng Orders/Protection Orders between two adults specifying the 

school as a place of contact restriction will be a document the school will 

keep on file in custody matters.  

c. If there is a Restraining/Protection Order naming an adult and a student the 

school will need that document on file.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

McDonald Walking Club 
 

 
Lace ôem up, itõs time to begin our McDonald Walking Club!   
 

We will begin on Wednesday, September 5 at 7:50 a.m. and walk until 8:10  (20 minutes) . 

Students must be here by 8:00 to participate in walking club.    We will walk Monday -

Wednesday-Friday this year.  Students, teachers, parents and grandparents are invited to 

walk with us.  Itõs a great way to start the day!   

 

Please sign this form  and return it to school  if you would like your child to participate.  

Students must have a signed permission slip to participate.   

 

Walking Club Rules :    

Reminder:  if you eat breakfast at school, you cannot come out to walk.  Stay in the school.  
1)  Stay on the sidewalk.  

2)  Keep hands and feet to yourself.   

3) Wa lk counter -clockwise around the school  grounds. 

 

Any throwing of objects or other misbehaviors will result in walking club privilege being 

taken away!   

 

On days when there is inclement weather walking club will walk  inside the building.  We will 
follow the weather guidelines established for recess.  
 

Thank you! 

Mr. Allberry  

 

 

 

Student  Name: __________________________  has my permission to join the Walking 

Club.  

 

Parent/Guardian õs signature __________________________ __________________  
 
 

 


