McDonald Elementary School
601 McDonald Road North Platte, NE. 69101 (308) 535 -7140
Mary Derby, Principal

Score Big with Books!

October Parent Newsletter

oWor ki ng Together to Achieve Successo

October 2007 Calendar Updates

September 25 - Oct. 7 Cookie Dough Sales! Orders due Oct. 8

Oct. 1 Grades 4 and 5 to the Neville Center for Yankee Doodle

Oct. 5 No School for Students/ Teacher work day

Oct. 8 Steppind Out for Education registratio

Oct. 12 4:00-6:00 Steppind Out f or OBNRPSEoanddtianwalk @ NPHS

Oct. 15 7:00 PTO hosts a free parent workshop entitted o/ mpr ovi ng Your
Chil dés Readi ng, Wmpresented gyMr.and Thi nki ng
Nathan Levy

Oct. 19 No School for Students  / Teacher work day

Oct. 26 End of the first g uarter

Oct. 22 - 26 Red Ribbon Week

Oct. 29 No School for S tudents / Teacher grading/planning

Oct. 30 School Picture Day!

Oct. 31 2:45 Classroom Halloween Parties / No Costumes

Fridays are designated as School Spirit Day s. Students and staff are invited to wear their McDonald
shirts or Blue and white to show your school spirit.

Upcoming Events:

Nov. 2 Grades 1-5 will attend the Sheldon Memorial Art Tour

Nov. 8-9 Parent Teacher Conferences/ Cookie Dough Delivery (Nov. 8  only)
Nov. 19-20 Health Screenings

Nov. 21-26 No School for students / Thanksgiving Break

iy
Nov. 19 7:00 PTO General Meeting &_
Nov. 30 Picture Retakes 3



NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL

i McDonald Open Door Policy/ Pparents are always welcome to come visit and/or
volunteer at school. P/ ease stop at the office for a visitords ba:i
building. As a courtesy to the classroom teachers, please prearrange your classroom visit
with the teacher. If the structure of the class does not permit visits (i.e. dtesting, etc.)
then the teacher can tell you the next best time to visit. Parents are always welcome to visit
the lunchroom and eat with us any day. You must call the office to order your meal by 9:00
a.m. Anytime thereisaconcernpleas e dondt hesitate to contact your <chil
principal. Wedre here to work together to help your ¢

i Mustang Pride Board / Mustang Pride Board is located in the south

hall way across from the playground door s. Studentsd w
for the Board and is displayed for one week. Notes are sent home with

students to notify parents when their chil dbd wor k is
yourchil ddéds work is on display that you wiltl—s p by to

congratulate your child on their awesome efforts!

i Sheldon Statewide Exhibition in North Platte / Students will be viewing the
Shel don Art e x FlowdExploriegnwatér islaesdibjeot of Art 6 &rinday, Nov. 2.
Transportation will be provided by a NPPS bus. All 1 -5 grade students will attend a 45 -minute
tour of the exhibit. The exhibit will be on display at the McKinley Education Center, 301
West F Street. You are invitedto  view the exhibit anytime Oct. 17 - November 15.

i Parent/ Teacher Conferences/ Parent/Teacher conferences w ill be held Thursday,
November 8 at 1:00-4:00 and 5:30 -9:00. Conferences will continue on F riday, November 9
from 8:00 -12:00. Please watch for | ette rs being sent home on October 22 . This note will ask
you for your preference times for conferences. We will use your conference time preference
for both the fall and spring conferences.

U North Platte Public Schools Web Site /  The North Platte Schools now has a new
format on their web site at  nppsd.org. At the site you have access to the lunch menu,
individual school information, Board of Education meeting agendas and minutes, newly adopted
district policies and curriculum. McDonald School will publi  sh the monthly newsletter,
announcements, calendar, parent handbook, supply list and staff information on the district
web site. We invite you to stay connected to the schools through the use of this web site.

i The Wichita Chil dr en 6 Souringg @mpanyéechides, of es si on

come join the Wichita Childrends Theatre Professional
musical story of The Little Red Hen. The play will be October 2, 2007 at 7PM. The
admission price is $2.00 per child with accompanying adu It. The adult tickets are ~ FREE!
There must be one adult for every 5 children. Tickets are on a first come first served basis.
Parents can purchase tickets and pick up their FREE ticketat5 " and Bailey - the NPC
Playhouse from 9 AM to 5 PM September 24-28. If there are any tickets left they will be
sold at the door. For more information: call 532-8559.



New Protocol for Non -Custodial Parent Issues
1. Parent Teacher Conferences

No separate conferences unless there is a protection/restraining order on file
Rationale: Due to the fact that the number of dual households is on the rise and
class sizes are increasing, it is unrealistic to expect teachers to hold multiple
conferences per child within the time restraints of the conference schedule.

I n difficult custody/divorce situations it is imperative that both parties hear

exactly the same information at a conference.  The principal will be involved in
conferences if needed.

2. Release of students to non - custodial parents:

Rationale: Custody orderdoes NOT narrow or | imit a noncustodia
a child unless it is specified as such.
a. The school cannot restrict a noncustodial parent from picking up their child

from school even at the request of the custodial parent.

b. Restraining Orders/Protec tion Orders between two adults specifying the
school as a place of contact restriction will be a document the school will
keep on file in custody matters.

c. Ifthere is a Restraining/Protection Order naming an adult and a student the
school will need that do cument on file.

Safety

The safety of our students is a top priority at McDonald School. You can help by following

some basic traffic safety tips when dropping off and picking up your children.

When Dropping off:

1. Pull over to the curb before letting children exit the vehicle. Children should then exit
on the curbside.

2. Please DO NOT park or leave your vehicle unattended along the curb of the circle drive
in front of the building. This area should be for drop off o nly.

3. Please aadvise children never to cross the drive -through. Children need to
stay on the sidewalk and cross at the designated crosswalks.

When Picking Up:

1. Pull over to any available spot along the curb of the drive through lane. Do
not stop in the fir e lane.

2. Ifno spaces are available at the curb, please pull through and circle
around again d Do not park or stop in the left drive  -through lane of the
circle drive in front of school.

3. Another option is to park at the church lot across the street and arra nge for your child
to cross at the crosswalk and meet you there.

4. DO NOT cross your children across the circle drive  -through. Children need to stay on
the sidewalk and cross at the designated crosswalks.

Students should only cross the streets at designat ed cross walks with the aide of the
Safety Patrol.



SAFETY PATROL
The following students will serve as crossing guards for the month of October:

Jasmine Garcia Garrett Piper Ellie Nichlolson Mitchell Keeney

Crossing guards are on duty from 7:50 68:10 in the morning and after school from3:2 50
3:35 at the corners of McDonald and Birchwood and McDonald and Grande. The crossing
guards serve to ensure the safety of all our children when crossing the street before and

after school. Please encourage your children to always cross at a corner where there are

crossing guards.
VE’VB

Physical Education News
The McDonald Mustangs are enjoying the new AIR CONDITIONING in the gym!! What a
wonderful project -THANK YOU to all who made it possible!

We are well into the school routine. It is good to see everyone back again and in good
shape! Grades 3, 4 and 5 are busy working on their fall FITNESSGRAM and MAP (measure
of athletic performance) testing, along with many fun activities. Look for the

FITNESSGRAM re sults to be sent home just before Christmas vacation.

The 5™ Graders walked to the high school recently to do their 1 Mile Run on the track.
Thank you to the parent volunteers and Mrs. Ludwig and Mr. Vermeer for accompanying us
on the walk! The 3 ™ and 4™ graders ran their mile around the playground. Other fitness
tests include the 50 yd. dash, Pull -ups, Sit -ups, Flexibility tests for the legs, trunk, and
shoulders, jump rope and stick jump. The classes will re  -test again next spring.

In Grades 2, 1, and Kindergarten we have been working on basic movements, exercises and

stretches. | am very pleased with the number of our youngsters (especially the

kindergartners) who are able to skip, gallop, side -step and grapevine (carioca). The children

love th e rhythmic activities, parachute, and games we have been learning! Remember -y ou dr e

not fully educated until youdre PHYSICALLY EDUCATED!

Mr. Allberry
McDonald Physical Educator




