McDonald Elementary School

601 McDonald Road North Platte, NE. 69101  (308) 535 -7140
Mary Derby, Principal

Score Big With Books

January Parent Newsletter

oWor ki ng Together to Achieve Successo

2008 Calendar Updates

Jan. 3 School Resumes

Jan. 14 PTO Meeting
7:00 PTO meeting in the library / Valentine & card making activity for kids in
the gym

Jan. 10-17 DI BELS benchmark testing for all K -3" grade students

Jan. 17 Second Quarter Ends
Perfect attendance certificates will be distributed in classrooms for the
second quarter during the week of Jan. 14.

Jan. 18 No School for Students
Teachers will participate in grading and planning activities
Jan. 25 Report cards will be sent home with students
Jan. 21 No School for students / Continuing Education Day for teachers
Jan. 21 oCamp Write -Awaydfor McDonald 4th graders @ Camp Maranatha
Jan. 22 Magazine Sales Kick-Off / PTO fundraiser & watch for more info. coming

home on this day

Jan. 28-Feb.8 District-wide Writing Assessment / 4" Grade State Writing Assessment
All McDonald Students will participate in a building writing assessment. All
4™ grade students will participate in the State Writing Assessment.

Fridays are designated as School Spirit Days. Students and staff are invited to wear their McDonald
shirts or b lue and white to show your school spirit.

Aa2rnv New N e oe



A Note from the Principal

Welcome back to school in 2008! | hope everyone had a safe and joyous Holiday Season!
Happy New Year to one and all!

Every season and every year brings changes and an anticipation of new things yet to come.
As we begin the New Year, itds a gorResponsibilityme t o t hi nk
Parents and teachers know that responsible students grow up to be responsible adults.

Responsi ble students dondét have any one secret for tt
habits that help them. There are seven habits that can make any child a hi ghly responsible
student.

x  Set Goals. Goals keep kids focused on the future. That is why they are the foundation
of responsible behavior and success in school.

x  Plan Time. Responsible people meet their obligaton swhet her i td&ds turning in a
theday its due or having a report on the bossd desk
plan, you plan to faild)

x  Study Every Day. Responsible students set aside time every day for homework or
studying every day.

x  They take notes in class.
They have the tools they need.
They keep their commitments. Responsible people honor their commitments to others
and to themselves.

x They get ready ahead of time. Responsible people have learned that being late, or
being early, is not something that simply happens to them. It is a choice they can make.

Experts say that if we repeat an action every day for 21 days, it is likely to become

automatic. So, for the next 21 days, encourage your kids to act on the habits of

responsi bl e students. Theyaddilt hoauan efviemd tthh enkd/nlg dm di
be more responsible and more successful in school as well.




Principal Points

North Platte Public Schools Web Site and Infinite - \{“‘\ .
Campus Parent Portal \

The North Platte Schools now has a new format on their web site at

nppsd.org. At the site you have access to the lunch menu, individual school information, Board of
Education meeting agendas and minutes, newly adopted district policies and curriculum. McDonald
School will publish the monthly newsletter, announcements, calendar, parent handbook, supply list and
staff information on the district web site. We invite you to stay connected to the schools through

the use of this web site.
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Parents have the opportunity to sign up for access to the parent portal of the Infinite Campus

student managementsystem. Through this system you can check your <chilc
behavior online. In order to have access, you must be issued a personal ID number and password.

Please stop in at the school office tosignup . Youmustpr ovi de a picture I D such as a d
and sign a usage agreement to be issued your portal access. You will be provided with directions to

access the portal when you register. If you have registered at another sc hool such as the High

School, you do not need to register again.

Winter Weather is __Here!

The time of year is rapidly approaching when winter storms may cause the closing of
schools. Please be aware of the Weather Announcements so you are aware of the
procedures for school closings for the North Platte Public Schools.

With the approach of colder weather it is important that students dress properly for the
weather. Students will go outdoors for recess every day unless itis r aining or snowing or
the wind chill is below 10.

Second Quarter Ends

The second quarter ends Friday, January 17. Report cards will be sent home Friday,

January 25. There are no scheduled parent -teacher conferences this quarter. If you have

anyquestons or concerns about your childés progress, ple
classroom teacher. The next scheduled parent -teacher conferences will be March 19 & 20.

Box Tops for Education

McDonald PTO will continue to collect Box Tops. Collection envel opes for the box tops are
in each classroom. Please continue to save! This is an easy way you can help raise money for
our school.

5" grade DARE

DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) for the 5 " grade students at McDonald
Elementary will begin second semester. DARE graduation will be scheduled sometime in
April. The DARE program is being taught this year by Officer Troy Erickson of the North
Platte Police Department. DARE is partofthe 5 ™ grade health curriculum.




Student Arrival Time

We are beginning to see more and more students arriving at school prior to 7:50. This is
causing safety and discipline problems on the front porch in the mornings. Before School
supervision begins at 7:5 0. SCHOOL BEGINS AT 8:10. Children can arrive at school
between 7:50 -8:10. PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILDREN TO ARRIVE AT
SCHOOL BEFORE 7:50. There is NO supervision prior to 7:50.

Kindergarten Registration

Registration for the 2008 -2009 Kindergarte n Program will be in early March. Children must
be 5 years of age on or before October 15, 2008 to enter school. Parents need to register

their children at their home school office. A legal birth certificate and immunization

records are required when re gistering. We would appreciate it if you notify all parents who
have kindergarten age children of this important upcoming event.

SAFETY PATROL
The following students will serve as crossing guards for the month of January :

Jordan Wordekemper Selena Fornander Nathan Weesner Sarah French

Crossing guards are on duty from 8:00 & 8:20 in the morning and after school from 3:20 o}
3:30 at the corners of McDonald and Birchwood and McDonald and Grande. The crossing
guards serve to ensure the safety of all our children when crossing the street before and

after school. Please encourage your children to always cross at a corner where there is a
crossing guard.

North Platte Public Schools Behavior Skills Program

As you may have noticed, we have a new building addition to the property of McDonald
School. A modular building is being installed just east of the school building. This modular
building will house the North Platte Public Schools Behavioral Skills Program . This isa
short -term alternative placement program that is designed to meet the needs of students
exhibiting behavior problems that are impeding their learning and/or the learning of others
in the regular classroom.  There are currently no services in western Nebraska for
elementary -aged students to get the academic and behavioral help they need. We are
fortunate to have this program in our district. McDonald School was chosen as the site for
this District program because we are centrally location within the district and have the
available space for the building.

McDonald School is the site for this program only. The students referred and served in the
program will remain enrolled in their home school and when they transition back to the
regular classroom, they will go back to their home school. While in the behavioral skills
program, students will be on a shortened day that is highly structured and supervised. The
students in this program WILL NOT be integrated into any McDonald classes.

The program will be ready to begin with students in January. Only a limited number of
students are expected to qualify for placement into the behavioral skills program. Most
behaviorally impaired students are served in the regular classroom at their home school.



Winter Weather Emergency Closing Procedures

Building or weather conditions during the winter may necessitate a change in the normal hours

school is in session. The decision to close schools, delay starting times, or dismiss early is made

by the superintendent. School <c¢losing information wi/l
phone messaging system and by the following local radio stations:

KX104 FM KELN 97 FM KOGA 99.7 FM
KODY 1240 AM KJILT 94.9 FM and 970 AM

Closing information will also be announced on TV stations KNOP channel 2 and NTV channel 6.

School Closing . If a decision is made to close schools, the announcement will be made by the
local radio stations and Channel 2 by approximately 7:00 a.m. The decision not to have school is
made by the superintendent after he has made the following contacts, when appropriate:
e The City Street Department to check the street conditions in the city
e The school maintenance staff to determine if they can manage snow removal in
the immediate areas of schools and school entries
e The area station of the National Weather Service for an estimate of the length
and severity of the storm or cold weather

Delayed Starting Time . In some cases, it may be advisable to delay starting times to allow
more time for snow removal. Announcements to this effect will be carried by local stations by
approximately 7 a.m.

Early Dismissal . Sometimes weather worsens during the school hours, making it advisable to
dismiss students before the regular dismissal time. It shall be the philosophy of the District to
avoid early dismissal if at all possible except in extreme cases. Parents who wish to remove their
children during inclement weather may d o so. In the event of an early dismissal, the information
will be announced by the local radio stations. Parents will be asked to pick up their children as
soon as possible.

The final decision as to whether a child should attend school or stay at home is the
responsibility of the parents



From your Library Integration Specialist:

There are several homework helpers your child can now access using the
Internet at home.

Just go to the North Platte Public Schools website at: www.nppsd.org

Once you are on the site, follow these steps:
1. Click on O6Homewor #hantiede pfthepage. t he | ef t
2. When the next page appears, there are several links to educational
websites and search engines.
3. Two of the sites are World Book Online and World Book for Kids. In
order to use these resources you need the username and password for
the North Platte Public Schools.
Username: nppsdstudent
Password: worldbook

We hope this helps your students be more suc cessful learners!



http://www.nppsd.org/

Counsel ords Corner
10 Ways To Be More Positive

1. You can choose to be optimistic.
Youdbve probably heard that a pessimist sees
optimist sees it as half full. Theessimist focuses on the negative (the missing water),

while the optimist sees the positive (the wa"
2. You can choose to accept things as they are.
This doesnb6ét mean that youwggpandehinewhen |t mean

t hi ngs d ebeldaviorsghat makie gol & helpless victim. Instead you get on with

your life and move forward.

3. You can choose to be resilient.

Have you ever watched a tree swaying in a storm? A tree that stantjswitiidever

win a battle against the wind. Trees that bend with the wind are those that survive. Like

a tree, you can bend and sway as life batters and blastgouounce back again,
supported by your strong, ukceneyrviveanwsts . Wh e n
anything being hurt, frustrated, losing friends, and much more.

4. You can choose to be cheerful.

Have you spent time around cheerful people? If you have, then you know that they
energi ze you. Theybére | i ke human battery ch.
When you send out positive words, thoughts, and feelings, positive people (and things)

are attractetb you.

5. You can choose to be enthusiastic.

Greet each day with excitement. Approach tasks and €hittezest. Enthusiasm is

catching! The more upbeat you are, the more people around you will feel and act the

same.

6. You can choose to be more alert

I f youdre more alert to potential probl ems,
dodge some. Of course, you can also be alert to opportunities for positive experiences.

7. You can choose to have a sense of humor.

When you do something silly (amdv er yone does), dondét miss the
your sel f. ltds one of | ifeds greatest joys.
8. You can choose to be a good sport.

This attitude can win you friends even if yo

good sport means losing gr&aéy and not blaming other people @rcumstances for

your loss.

9. You can choose to be grateful.

Think about it you probably have a lot to be grateful for. Gratitude puts a smile on your

face. If makes you feel good about your life. Other peoplayfeml about being around

you.

10. You can choose to have hope.

Without hope, I|ife has no meaning or point.
set goals for ourselves. Hope may be your most important positive attthed®asis for

all the others

Choose to mak2008a positive year for you and your child

Margaret Ziegler
Counselor



KIDS Klub January News and Information

Ongoing events and activities:

Our daily schedule includes a snack, recess, homework assistance,
a read aloud story, various activities including center time of
drawing, cooperative games, building and creativity. We are also

reading the Golden Sower nominee books for the HAL program Bo ok Bowl.
Book Bowl is on Feb. 1 st Mega Day.
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2" and 3 " grade students involved in the
PERK program join us during snack time. Second session will begin
Jan. 14.

Wednesdays 3™ through5 ™ graders involved in the WIN program join
us for snacks.

PUBLIC LIBRARY DAYS AND INFORAMTION:

We will resume our public library schedule in January. We will

only have 1 day this month due to our holiday break. We will go

to the library on January 15 " Please bring your library card to
che ck out books.

Many January Mega Days 1

January 18 ™ and 21 st we will be running both Mega days at

Jefferson and Camp Write Away for 4 th grade. Check with your site
coordinator for flyers after Christmas Break.

You are welcome to contact me at challey@nppsd.org with any ideas,
guestions or concerns. | am also available at the site after 3:15.

Carol Halley
KIDS Klub site coordinator


mailto:challey@nppsd.org

KIDS Klub Activities Calendar for

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
NO NO School and
School School KIDS Klub
Holiday Holiday resumes-
Break Bre ak NO PERK
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
HAL book WIN
program - KIDS Klub
firhe Great on the Move
Fuzz F [NOWPERBKO |atMcDonald | NO PERK
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
PUBLIC
LIBRARY NO School
FIELD - Mega Day
TRIP at Jefferson
HAL book 2nd Session and Camp
program - PERK Write Away
f5O0S Fi [bayids WIN PERK for 4th grade
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
NO School | HAL book
- Mega Day |program -
at Jefferson |fMr.George
and Camp Baker o
Write Away
for 4th grade |PERK WIN PERK
27 28 29 30 31
NO School
-BOOK
WIN BOWL
HAL book KIDS Klub HAL reading
program - on the Move program at
REVIEW PERK atMcDonald | PERK Jefferson




