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2008 Calendar Updates  
Jan.30 -31 Building Writing Assessment  / 4th Grade State Writing Assessment  

All K -5 grade students will participate in the Building Writing Assessment  

All fourth grade students will participate in th e State Writing Assessment  
 

Feb. 1   No School for Students  

Teacher s will be scoring the District Writing Assessments and planning  

 

Feb. 5  9:45  All School Assembly to Celebrate McDonald School / Governor  

   Heinemann will visit  

  2:45  5th grade Spelling Bee  

 

Feb. 11  Second Grade Sound Field Trip  

Feb. 13  Jump Rope for  Heart / Wear RED day  

 

Feb. 14  Valentineõs Day Celebration / Classroom parties  

Feb. 14  Spring Pictures  

 

Feb. 15  6:00 - 9:00 MCDONALD FUN NIGHT  

 

Feb. 18  PTO Meeting / 7:00  

  Babysitting is provided  

Feb. 21  Operation Life Saver Program for all Students  

  1:30 / K -2 

  2:15/ grades 3 -5 

 

Feb. 22  No School  for Students / Planning for teachers  
Feb. 25- 26 NO SCHOOL / Winter Break  

Feb. 27   NO SCHOOL for Students  / Continuing Ed. Day for Teachers  
 

 
Upcoming Events  
March 3 -7 Kindergarten Registration  for the 2008 -2009  School Year  

March 19 -20  Spring Parent -Teacher Conferences  
 

 



 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
 
As you can see from the calendar updates February promises to be a 
very busy month at McDonald School.  Many exciting events are 
planned for both students and parents.  Please note those things that 
pertain to you and yours and mark your calendars at home.  Here are a 
few additional notes and/or reminders for this month:  
 

Kindergarten Registration   

Registration for the 2008 -2009  kindergarten classes  will be March 3-7 from 8:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Children must be 5 years of a ge on or before October 15, 2008  to 

enter school.  Parents need to register their children at their home school office.  A 

legal birth certificate (with a raised seal), immunizati on records are required when 

registering.  We would appreciate it if you would notify all parents who have 

kindergarten age children of these important dates.  North Platte schools offer an 

All -Day Kindergarten program in all of the elementary schools.  

 

Valentine Parties   

McDonald students will be having their Valentineõs Day parties on 

Thur sday, February 14.  If your child/children want to bring 

valentines to pass out, please make sure there is one for each 

student in the class.  Teachers will be providing a class list.  The 

room parents will be in charge of the arrangements.  They are 

liste d in the McDonald Directory.  Room parents please check  

with your classroom teacher.  
 

Box Tops for Education   

McDonald School PTO continues to collect General Mills Box Tops for Education.  

Collection containers  for the box tops are in each classroom. Pl ease continue to save!  

This is an easy way you can help raise money for our school.  
 

5th  Grade DARE  

DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) for the 5 th  grade students at McDonald 

Elementary began in January and continues through April.  The DARE program i s 

being taught by Officer Troy Erickson of the North Platte Police Department.  

DARE is part of the 5 th  grade health curriculum.  

 
 

Six Traits Writing Assessment   

All students at McDonald School will participate in a school -wide writing 

assessment.  Stude nt writing will be assessed using the Six Traits of 

Writing.  These assessments help us measure each studentõs written 

language progress.  This assessment also matches the State and District 

content Standards in the area of Language Arts.   Fourth grade st udents 

will participate in the Nebraska State Writing Assessment.  The 

students õ written work is scored at the state level and also locally as part of our 

building writing assessment.  

 



PTO By-Laws 
PTO By-Laws have been revised.  Revisions will be voted on at the PTO meeting on 

February 18.   Attached you will find a copy of the proposed PTO By -Laws for your 

review.  You can contact any PTO officer with in -put.    

 

SAFETY PATROL  

The following studen ts will serve as crossing guards for the month of February:  

Ryan Weatherly  Ann Brouillette  

Christopher Smith  Taylor Johnson  
 

Crossing guards are on duty from 7:50 ð 8:10 in the mo rning and after school from 

3:25 ð 3:35  at the corners of McDonald and Birchwood and McDonald and Grande.  

The crossing guards serve to ensure the safety of all our children when crossing the 

street before and after school.   Please encourage your children to always cross at a 
corner where there  is a crossing guard.  
 

 

Safety Tips for Picking Children Up After School  

1. When entering the circle drive in front of school, pull over into any available spot 
along the curb that is NOT painted yellow.  Do not stop your vehicle in the fire lane.  

2. If your chi ld has not left the building and there are no available places to pull over - 
please continue on, back on to McDonald Road and pull in again in the drive -through.  
Do not park or stop in the left drive -through lane of the circle drive in front of 
school. 

3.  Another option is to park in the Methodist Church parking lot across McDonald 
Road and arrange for your children to cross at the cross walk and meet you there.  

4.  Students and parents should only cross the streets at designated crosswalks 

with the aid of the Safety Patrol . Please DO NOT walk your child 

across the front lawn and  drive - through lane.  

         
          

 

Mrs. Derby Recognized as Region V Distinguished Principal  
Mrs. Derby was recently named as Outstanding Principal for 2008 by Region V of the 

Nebraska Association of Elementary School Principals.  Mrs. Derby will be officially 

recognized on February 12 at the NAESP State Legislative Conference in Lincoln.   

 

This is an honor not just for Mrs. Derby but for the whole McDonald School Community.  

We will Celebrate McDonald School at an all -school assembly on Tuesday, February 5 at 

9:45 .  Governor Heinemann will be here to visit our school in honor of Mrs. Derbyõs 

recognition.  Parents are invited to attend the assembly.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NEWS FROM PE  

 
The North Platte Elementary Schools will hold their annual American Heart 
Association "Jump Rope for Heart" event during February's National Heart 
Month. 
 
McDonald School will host their event on Wednesday, February 13.  Students in 
all grades will jump rope during their Physical Education classes to raise money 
for the American Heart Association.  Students that raise money will receive 
prizes, and McDonald School will get physical education equipment 
depending on how much we raise.  Parents are welcome to come 
and watch the various rope jumping activities taking place in the 
gym throughout the day.  Prizes will be awarded each period.  
Please see your child's packet (sent home January 28th) for more 
information.   
 
Thank you, and I hope to see you on the 13th!! If you have any questions feel 
free to contact me. 
 
JUMP, JUMP, JUMP MUSTANGS!!! 
 

Mr. Tom Allberry 
McDonald School 
Physical Education  

 

 
 
 
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


