MR. TODD RHODES,
PRINCIPAL

MRS. BRANDY BUSCHER,
DEAN OF STUDENTS

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

August 27 i 6th grade
students first day A
NOON DISMISSAL

August 28 i 7th & 8th
grade students first
dayfi 2:00 PM DIS-
MISSAL

August 28 -31i 2:00 PM
DISMISSAL FOR ALL
STUDENTS

August 28 i 8th grade
football meeting i 3:30

August 291 7th grade
football meeting i 3:30
pm

August 30 7th & 8th
grade football practice -
after school

August 31 School
Pictures 8:00 am

September 3 ii NO
SCHOOL Labor Day

September 4 i Parent
open house

6th & 7th fi 6:00 pm
8thi 7:15 pm

September 10 -28i
(MAP) Measurement of
Academic Progress as-
sessment given to all
students

September 17 i ABC
parent meeting i 7:00
pm

September 21 i
NOON DISMISSAL
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From

Let me take this opportunity to
welcome you to another
school year. The halls at AMS
have been quiet over summer
with the exception of custodial
and maintenance personnel
readying the building for the
2007-2008 school year. We
look forward to having our
halls and classrooms filled
with your students. There
have been several changes
that will be implemented this
school year. Changes in fac-
ulty and schedule are two
such changes. | would like to
take this opportunity to intro-
duce you to our three new
faculty members.

Ken Beeman: Mr. Ken Bee-
man will be teaching 7" grade
Social Studies on the Gold
team. Last year Mr. Beeman
taught at North Platte High
School.

Fr om

| am so excited to start my
second year here at Adams. |
candt wait to
faces and reconnect with the
7" and 8" graders. Each new
year brings change and Ad-
ams is no different. Our hand-
book has been revised and
some things have changed.
One of the changes you may

ISSUE

1

Allison Klimek: Ms. Allison
Klimek will assume Mr. Soda-

wasseros

BULLPUP PRIDE

Language Arts teacher on the
Blue team. Ms. Klimek is a
recent graduate of Doane
College in Crete, Nebraska.

Jennifer Teets: Taking Mrs.
Holmes place as AMS Re-
source Il instructor is Mrs.
Jennifer Teets. Mrs. Teets

notice is our attendance policy
that is now district wide. At5
dags obekcused oh umexcused
absences you will receive a
letter from the school notifying
you of the Nebraska Compul-
sory Education laws.

Also, we have changed the
time we open the doors in the
morning for breakfast. At 7:35

t he
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Success

AUGUST

comes to us after teaching in
the Omaha Public School sys-
tem.s 6

The school starting time of
8:00 am is the same as last
year, however the ending time
has changed from 3:15 pm to
3:30 pm. With the added 15
minutes we were able to add a
few minutes longer and add
much needed time to what
was our advisory period
known as BLAST. The new
period will be called PLUS.
The PLUS period will be used
in a variety of ways. PLUS
period may be used as an
advisory period, academic
intervention piece, enrichment
activities, or study preparation.
This period will be an integral
part to AMSO6s
success is the only option.

(Continued on pagg)

students will be allowed to
enter and are expected to
report immediately to the cafe-
teria. One of our most impor-
tant jobs at Adams is keeping
students safe and a large part
of that occurs before and after
school. The first bell will ring
at 7:53 a.m. and supervision
(Continued on pagg)
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APLUS pe

may be used as
an advisory
period, academic
intervention
piece,

enrichment
activities, or
study

prepar at

NThe greater
danger for
most of us is
not that our
aim is too high
and we miss it,
but that it is
too low and we

reac
Michelangelo

From

I would like to bring your at-
tention to the Adams Bullpup
Crew insert on page 9 of the
newsletter. The Bullpup crew
is a parent organization com-
mitted to helping serve both
the students and staff of
AMS. This is a wonderful
avenue for you, as a parent,
to take an active role in your
student 6s
AMS.

A few notes of interest:

The first day of school for 6"
grade students will be Mon-
day, August 27th. This will
be an excellent time for our

Fr om

does not start until 7:40. It is
very important that students
are not dropped off prior to
that time. Students are ex-
pected to stay within the
white lines painted on the
sidewalk near the south en-
trance. The purpose of the
lines is to keep students
within the view of supervi-
sors. After school students
on the south side of the build-
ing will be asked to wait for
rides on the sidewalk for the
same reason. Supervision

T he

Wel:ome Back!!!

We are excited as we antici-
pate the
fall as both of us will begin
our second year here at Ad-
ams Middle School. Mrs.
Lisa Boucher will again be
the counselor for the students
on the 61, 7" and 8" grade
Blue Team. Mr. Steve
Spiehs will again be the

ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL

t h e(confhued frof pagé 1)

6'" grade students to become
acclimated with Adams. The
6™ graders will eat lunch here
at school and will be dis-
missed at noon.

On Tuesday, August 28th all
6™, 7", and 8" grade stu-
dents will report to school.
NOTE: Dismissal for August

e d u ¢ a28th thro Augustr3kst wil be

at 2:00 pm. Thereafter, Ad-
ams will follow normal hours;
8:00 am until 3:30 pm unless
otherwise stated. Students
are allowed to enter the build-
ing no earlier than 7:53 am
with adult supervision begin-
ning at 7:40 each morning.

N

We highly recommend that
parents wait to drop their
students off until 7:40. At
the end of the day students
are supervised from 3:30 until
3:40. Adams Middle School
doors are open from 7:30am
until 4:00 pm.

|
|
|
|
I
Once again welcome to the I
2007-2008 school year. We |
welcome any questions that
you may have. The AMS I
administration, staff, and |
personnel may be reached at
535-7112. |
|

Until next mont
Todd L. Rhodes, Principal

/

_- o S o e e e e S e e e o

t [Ro&tinuelDireémaatie @) S

ends at 3:40, students who
have not been picked up after
supervision ends may be
asked to wait inside the build-
ing. A copy of these rules is
posted on our website and
each student will be given a
copy in their student planner
on their first day. The hand-
book will also be reviewed
with students during their
PLUS time the first week of
school. | encourage parents
to read the student handbook
with their children so every-

Counsel

counselor for the students on
the 6", 7" and 8" grade Gold
Team. Mrs. Susan Petersen

is the administrative assistant

studenjtrs 0t eetcdugwin s licsr 6 s

provides excellent help at all
times. Contact information
for the
listed below.

Phone: 308-535-7114

Mr s .

Boucher o0s

one understands the expec-
tations we have for every stu-
dent here at Adams. Michelangelo
onc e dleigeater danger for
most of us is not that our aim is too
high and we miss it, but that it is too
l ow and weMy wiahcfar it .
every student at Adams is
that they hold themselves to
high expectations academi-
cally and behaviorally this
year and each that follows.

Brandy Buscher, Dean of
Students

Or

Iboucher@nppsd.org

Mr . Spiehsds
sspiehs@nppsd.org

of fice
Although the faces in the
counsel or 6s

and

of fi

c ouns el tRersénfe, therk Wil be &few S

changes we would like to
make you aware of for this
fall.

E ma i (Continued on pagd)
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Team Composition Changes

ISSUE 1

Students have been reassigned
teams for this fall. Students who
will be entering 6" grade have
randomly been assigned to a
team, either blue or gold for this
fall. Students entering 7" and 8"
grades were also randomly reas-
signed to a team. They may re-
main on the team they had previ-
ously been on or they may now
have been reassigned to another
team. All students will receive
their team assignment and sched-
ule on the first day of school.

Arrival at School on the first
day/Picking up Schedules

When students arrive at school on
the first day they will pick up their
schedule at tables in the main
entrance alphabetically. For ex-
ample, A-E will go to one table to
pick up their class schedule, F-J
to another table and so on. Stu-
dents will then be instructed on
which classroom to go to at that
time. Please encourage your son
or daughter to ask any staff mem-
ber for help. Staff members will
be visible in the hallways to help
aid in locating classrooms.

Exploratory/Elective Changes

The six grade exploratory course
offerings will be the same as last
year. All six graders will experi-
ence 9 weeks of each of the fol-
lowing courses: Art, Family and

Consumer Science, Industrial
Technology and Computers.

The 7" and 8" grade students will
now have elective based explora-
tory experiences on a trimester
schedule. (Three 12 week
classes as opposed to four 9
week classes.) As students were
exposed to all four exploratory
classes as 6" graders, they have
the opportunity to choose those
exploratory classes they wish to
have more in depth learning with.
Last spring students were allowed
to choose those exploratory/
elective classes they preferred to
take. The electives offered are:
Art, Industrial Technology, Family
and Consumer Science, Vocal/
Performance Music and General
Music. Students will be taking
three of these exploratory/
electives in 12 week increments
during the year. When scheduling
students for these classes every
effort was made to provide them
two of their top three choices.

How is this different from last
year?

6™, 7" and 8" grade exploratories
were all the same last year.
Every student was required to
take the same four exploratory
classes. This year, computer
classes for 7" and 8" grades are
scheduled every other day for one
semester on our A and B day
schedule opposite of P.E, instead
of being one of the 9 week
courses. Music has now been

divided into a performance based
music class and a general music
class offered as an elective
choice for a trimester course. It is
our hope students can spend
more time and excel in those
courses that they have a stronger
interest and to allow Adams Mid-
dle School offer more of an elec-
tive based program for our stu-
dents.

Appointments with the Coun-
selors

Please call and set up an appoint-
ment if you have questions, com-
ments, concerns. Generally, we
are available when a parent stops
by to talk to us, however we do
have meetings to attend and vari-
ous other duties we are responsi-
ble for during the day. We want to
be available to focus on you and
your input when you arrive. We
will be very glad to schedule a
time to meet with you. We all want
to work together as a team to help
your student be successful.

To end our
article for thi

we have a story to share on page

8 . Letds all reigf
little things that make a big differ-

ence and to thank those people

who pack our parachutes.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!!

Mrs. Boucher
Mr. Spiehs
Mrs. Petersen

ASSETS INORMATION

A Al
students
will receive
their team
assignment
and
schedule on

couns ‘the first day

The 40 Developmental Assets are the
building blocks of healthy, caring, and
responsible individuals. The Search Insti-
tute has identified 40 characteristics and
experiences that every young person
needs to be protected from many high-risk
behaviors, while promoting positive atti-
tudes and behaviors. Assets have tre-
mendous power to protect the youth in our
community from harmful and unhealthy
choices.

Last year over fifty students at Adams
middle school were actively participating in
and learning about asset building activities

and ideas. Team members are selected by
teachers based on their leadership abilities
or potential to be a positive leader. Last
year, team members sponsored and coordi-
nated many activities such as helping at the
Health Fair, volunteering at elementary
schools, trash pick up, and organizing an
annual school talent contest.

One of the most important messages of
asset building is that everyone plays a role,
not just families, youth workers and teach-
ers. The assets offer ways everyone can
provide the positive relationships and ex-
periences young people need. It may be as

simple as smiling and saying hello to
young people you encounter daily, or it
could mean developing a significant rela-
tionship with a young person in our com-
munity. A caring relationship with an
adult (asset #3) can lead to many other
assets, including community values youth
(asset #7), positive adult role models
(asset #14), and self-esteem (asset #38).
Il dm | ooking forward
Teams.

Laura Wolken
Community Connections Youth Program
Coordinator
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF INCOMING 7" GRADERS

Nebraska law requires proof of updated immunizations and a physical or signed waiver before entering 7" grade. All 7" graders
must show proof of having the Varicella (chicken pox) vaccine or documentation of having had chicken pox.

In order to facilitate a smoother beginning to the school year, a meeting of all 7" graders and a parent/guardian will be held to dis-
cuss health information. Meeting natification will be sent out during the first week of school. Parent/guardian will need to bring evi-
dence of a physical examination or a signed waiver and current immunization records to this meeting. The school nurse will have a
form available for parents to complete as documentation that a child has had chicken pox.

PHYSICALS

Nebraska Statute 79-444 states that a physical examination by a qualified physician is required of all students within six months
prior to the entrance into the 7" grade, except that no such physical examination shall be required of any child whose parent/
guardian objects in writing. A physical examination is also required in the case of a transfer from out of state, to any other grade of
the local school. The cost of such physical examination shall be the responsibility of the parent/guardian of each child who is exam-
ined. All 7" grade students are required to have evidence of a physical examination or a signed waiver of this examination prior to
their entrance into Adams Middle School.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

Nebraska law also states as of July, 1999 the following changes in immunization requirements go into effect.
Students entering school for the first time (Kindergarten or 1* grade) or entering any grade from another state must have:

3 doses of DTP/Td vaccine, one given on or after the 4™ birthday

3 doses of Polio vaccine

2 doses of MMR vaccine, given on or after 12 months of age and separated by at least one month
3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine

Students entering 7" grade or entering from another state must have:

3 doses of DPT, DTaP, DT or Td vaccine, one given on or after the 4t birthday,

3 doses of Polio vaccine,

2 doses of MMR vaccine, given on or after 12 months of age and separated by at least one month,
3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine (this series takes 6-8 months to complete)

Varicella vaccine or documentation that the child has had Chicken Pox

Vision Examination

MEDICINE

All medication must be stored in the school office and dispensed by school personnel. ALL medicine must be in the original, labeled
container. Regulations prohibit students from bringing their medication to school themselves. The medication must be

brought to the school office by the parent/guardian. Parents must sign a medical consent form before medication will be dis-
pensed at school. This includes all prescription and over-the-counter medication (including pain relievers, antacids, topical oint-
ments, etc.).

ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL



VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 PAGE 5

LUNCH PROGRAM

Hot lunches will be served in the cafeteria beginning on Tuesday, August 28th. The cafeteria is our school restaurant. Students
must conduct themselves in the Adams cafeteria just as they would in any nice restaurant. Students must use proper table manners.
Sodexho-Marriott Food Services encourages parents to prepay for lunches by the week or month. The cost of a daily lunch is $1.80.
Please send lunch payments to:

North Platte Public Schools Food Services

P.O. Box 1557

North Platte, NE 69103
Food Service suggests sending payments before school starts, or have your child bring their lunch money deposit on the first day of
school. By doing this early, your child will have funds available in their account before lunches are served on August 28th. Pay-
ments may be deposited in the box in the Adams main office.

Note: If you write one check for children in different schools, you must mail it to the Food Services office at the above ad-
dress.

District policy states that pop or lunches brought from fast-food restaurants are not permitted in the school cafeteria. Students may
choose to bring sack lunches from home. Parents are welcome to dine in the Adams cafeteria with their student at any time

The Adams School office will not loan money for lunch. Students are responsible for making sure they have money in their lunch ac-
count.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM

Every day, except on Monday, August 27th, during the school year, we offer breakfast in the school cafeteria for $1.00. At 7:35 a.m.,
students are allowed to enter the building and go directly to the cafeteria to eat a hot or cold breakfast. This program is available to all
students.

FREE/REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATION

Free/reduced lunch applications will be given to students on August 27th and 28th . These applications should be completed and
returned to North Platte High School, 1000 West 2 " St. If parents have children in more than one school, only one application
must be returned. However, all the names of children and their respective school and grade must be listed. Please make certain all
names of members of the household are listed so an accurate assessment may be made for free or reduced price meals. This appli-
cation must be filled out and returned as soon as possible in order to qualify for the free/reduced lunch program.

HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITY TICKETS

Since high school activities begin prior to North Platte students first day students will need to go the High School Activities Of-
fice to purchase their ticket. The ticket allows students to attend high school activities such as football, volleyball, basketball,
etc. The costis $25.00.

SCHOOL PICTURES

School pictures this year will be taken on Friday August 31 *. Retakes are scheduled for Tuesday, October 16™
DRESS

It is important that each child wears clothing that is modest, clean and appropriate for school and school activities. Personal appear-
ance and clothing worn to school should not violate the rules of decency, offend the standards of others, promote unsafe conditions,
or detract from the educational process. We ask that parents monitor student attire before leaving for school.

P.E. CLOTHES:

P.E. Clothing is not needed the first day of school. Suggested clothing:

Socks

Gym shoes

Shorts or sweats

T-shirt (white or plain colored)

Towel and toiletry items

P.E. clothes may be taken to the locker room in a see through/clear plastic or mesh bag before school.
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LOCKERS

A school locker will be assigned to each student for the entire school year. Students must bring a combination lock and report
the combination to their supervised study instructor. Students are prohibited from sharing lockers. Lockers must be locked at
all times. The school cannot be responsible for books and other lost or stolen articles. Lockers are provided only for
student use and are for school property. School lockers are under the supervision and jurisdiction of school officials. The
school reserves the right to inspect lockers at any time. Students who bring backpacks to school, must leave them in their lock-
ers.

BACKPACKS

Backpacks must be kept in a studentédés | ocker during the school d
the building nor to Physical Education class during the school day. P.E. clothes may be taken to the locker room in a see
through/clear plastic or mesh bag.

BAND/ORCHESTRA STUDENTS:

No instruments are needed the first day of school. Teachers will provide information about instruments.

STUDENT ASSIGNMENT/HANDBOOK

All students will be given an Adams Middle School Student Assignment Handbook and verification form on the first day of school.
Students must bring their assignment books to all classes and have the hall pass in their assignment book initialed by a teacher any
time they are in the halls during class time. If a student loses his/her assignment handbook, he/she may be required to pay a replace-
ment fee. Ask your child to show you his/her assignment handbook when he/she comes home after the first day of school. Students
must read the Adams Middle School Handbook with their parents. Parents should discuss the school rules, regulations, policies, and
procedures with their child, sign the verification form, and have the student return the form to their first period teacher.

ATTENDANCE LINE

Adams Middle School has a 24 hour attendance hotline for your convenience. We encourage you to use it when your child is
unable to attend school. The numberis 535-5309. After the recorded message, please state the name of your child and
the reason he/she is absent.

TELEPHONES

The telephones in the office are for business and emergency calls only . Students may use the phone in the office if the call is made
due to a change in schedule or if the student is working with a teacher. Students must present a note from a teacher, counselor, or
administrator in order to be able to use the phone. Plans for rides home should be made in advance to avoid unnecessary phone
calls.

TRAFFIC SAFETY

The 6" grade students must enter the building through the west doors. The 7th and 8th grade students must enter through the doors
on the south side of the building. Please help us keep Adams students safe. When you drive your son/daughter to school and you
turn into a circle drive, continue to the end of the drive before stopping to drop off your child. We need your cooperation to avoid a
back-up of traffic. Parents are asked not to stop on Francis or McDonald to drop off their child. This practice is very dangerous. The
safety of our students is the most important thing. Thank you for your cooperation.

ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL



