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Score Big With Books 

 

April 2008 Parent Newsletter 
òWorking Together to Achieve Successó 

 

Calendar Updates 
April 2   2:30 Spring Music Program (Kdg./1st) 
    

April 3   8:45ð11:30 Third Grade Outdoors Farm and Safety Day 

April 8   1:30 5th Graders to Adams Middle School Orientation 

April 10  2:30 5th Grade DARE Graduation 

 

April 7-17  MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) Testing for Grades 3-5 

 

April 21  7:00 PTO Meeting  

 

April 17  6:30 Family AR Reading Night 

 

April 18  No School For Students / Site planning for teachers 

 

April 27-May 2  Volunteer Appreciation Week 

 

April 21-May 1  DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Success) Testing 

    for students in K-3 

 

April 22  DISCOVERY DAY 

 

 
 

Upcoming Dates: 

May 8   5th Graders to Ogallala for Water Riches Field Trip 

May 8   4th Grader to Lincoln County Museum 

May 15   7:00 4th Grade Notable Nebraskans Night 

May 16   5th Grade DARE Day 

May 28  2:15 5TH GRADE AWARDS CEREMONY 

May 29   Field Day / Noon Dismissal / Last Day for Students 

 

 
 



 
 

Principalõs òKeys To The Gameóé 

 
Helping Students with Achievement Testing 
During the weeks of April 7-18 all children in grades 3-5 will take tests called Measures of 

Academic Progress (MAP). We give students MAP tests to determine each childõs 

instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the school year, and from 

year to year in the areas of Reading, Language Usage and Math.   The children take the 

tests on a computer in the computer lab.  

 

MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be appropriate for your childõs level of learning. 

As a result, each student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a positive 

attitude toward testing.  And with MAP tests, we can administer shorter tests and use less 

class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information about your childõs growth. 

Over the next few weeks, the children in grades 3-5 will spend a total of about three hours 

completing these tests.  (One test per day, one hour per test) 

 

Students in grades three through nine take the MAP tests in the fall and the spring.   At 

the end of the year, you will receive a report showing your childõs growth throughout year.  

 

We are truly excited having begun a new era that focuses on every childõs individual growth 

and achievement. Partnering to help all kids learn, parents and teachers can have a 

profound positive effect on the lives of our children.  For more information on resources 

for parents, access the Document Library at www.nwea.org and download the online 

Parent Toolkit from our web site.  

 

You can help your child do their best by: 
V Help to relieve òtest anxietyó by talking to your child ahead of time about taking the 

test.  Stress the importance of the testing, but put your child at ease at the same time.  

Help your child develop a positive attitude toward test taking.   

 

V Prepare your child for taking the test by encouraging him/her to listen carefully to the 

teacher during test taking time.  Remind your child it is critical to follow directions. 

 

V On the nights before the testing, make sure your child goes to bed early enough so that 

he/she will feel refreshed in the morning.  See that your child has a good breakfast, is 

properly dressed, and gets to school on time. 

 

V On testing days, offer encouragement and support to your child.  When your child comes 

home from school, ask how the day went and compliment your child for his/her efforts.  

A little praise goes a long way ð especially where testing is concerned.  

 

Although test results can be overemphasized, testing has become a part of school life.  As a 

parent, you can help keep testing in its proper perspective.  You can help make test taking a 

http://www.nwea.org/


comfortable, non-threatening experience and ensure your child will perform to the best of 

his/her ability.   

 

School Attendance 
Regular attendance at school, which includes being on time, is important.  Children who 

attend school regularly and punctually tend to do better in their schoolwork and enjoy 

school more than those who are frequently absent and tardy.  Parents are to call the school 

each day their child is absent.  If no call is made, we will make an effort to contact the 

home.  Any time a child is going to be absent from school more than two days due to illness 

or for other reasons, parents are asked to visit with the childõs teacher. 

 

Parents who wish to have their child released early should send a note indicating why their 

child should be dismissed early.  Parents are required to sign their child out at the 

office when picking them up for an appointment (doctor, dentist, etc.) during the school day.  

The child will not be removed from class until the parent arrives at the office.  Please allow 

yourself a little extra time to sign your child out.  

 

PARENT REQUESTS  
As we plan for the next school year there are lots of things to be thinking about.  If your 

child is a transfer student from another building in North Platte, you received a transfer 

request form at Parent-Teacher Conferences.   Request forms are due to the office by May 

1.   If a form has not been received in the office your child will be reassigned to their home 

school for next year.  If you know your child will not be attending McDonald School next 

fall, please notify the office. 

 

Parent requests for next yearõs teacher will be accepted beginning April 15.  Your request 
must be submitted to the principal in writing stating an educational rationale for the 
request.  Many things are considered when placing children into classrooms.  Therefore, 
requests made CANNOT be guaranteed. Requests will be honored if possible and if it is in 
the best interest of all children as we divide students into groups for next fall.  All written 
requests must be received in the office by May 15.  We will work together for the best 
placement for all the students at McDonald School.  
 

 

BICYCLES 
Children in kindergarten through second grade are discouraged from riding bicycles to 

school for safety reasons. If your Kdg, 1st or 2nd grade student is going to ride a bike to 

school, please inform the school office in writing that you give your permission to do so!  

Our main concern is the safety of our children. 

 

We will treat scooters as we would bicycles.  If scooters are brought to school, they must 

be parked and locked at the bike rack.   It is recommended that they remain at home.  

Students should always wear a helmet when riding bikes and scooters. 

 

 No roller blades, roller skates, or skateboards are permitted on school property. 
 
 



 
 

SAFETY PATROL 
The following students will serve as crossing guards for the month of April: 

Sterling Maline Cassidy Carman Jessyca Hunt  James Rummery  

 

Crossing guards are on duty from 7:50 ð 8:10 in the morning and after school from 3:25 ð 

3:35 at the corners of McDonald and Birchwood and McDonald and Grande.  The crossing 

guards serve to ensure the safety of all our children when crossing the street before and 

after school.  Please encourage your children to always cross at a corner where there is a 

crossing guard. 

 

Safety Tips for Picking Children up after School 
1. When entering the circle drive in front of school, pull over into any available spot along the curb that 

is NOT painted yellow.  Do not stop your vehicle in the fire lane. 

2. If your child has not left the building and there are no available places to pull over - please continue 

on, back on to McDonald Road and pull in again in the drive-through.  Do not park or stop in the left 

drive-through lane of the circle drive in front of school. 

3.  Another option is to park in the Methodist Church parking lot across McDonald Road and arrange for 

your children to cross at the cross walk and meet you there. 

4. Students and parents should only cross the streets at designated crosswalks with the aid of the 

Safety Patrol. Please DO NOT walk your child across the front lawn and drive-through lane. 

         
 

 

 

From your Library Integration Specialist 
There are several homework helpers your child can now access using the Internet at home.  

Just go to the North Platte Public Schools website at: www.nppsd.org 

Once you are on the site, follow these steps: 

 Click on ôHomework Helpõ on the left-hand side of the page. 

 When the next page appears, there are several links to educational 

websites and search engines. 

 Two of the sites are World Book Online and World Book for Kids.  In 

order to use these resources you need the username and password for the North 

Platte Public Schools. 

Username:  nppsdstudent 

Password:  worldbook 

 

We hope this helps your students be more successful learners! 

 
 
 

http://www.nppsd.org/


 
 
 

Physical Education News 
GREAT JOB again McDonald School!  Together we raised $1579.15 for the 2008 Jump 
Rope for Heart to fight heart disease and stroke!!  That is awesome-and because we 
raised at least $1500, we received a $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE to U.S. Games 
to use for Physical Education equipment!!  I used the certificate to purchase 
26 new flag belts to use at recess and P.E.  Thank you to all who 
participated! 
 
Grant Wilke raised the most by an individual student, $173, and 
Mrs. Ludwig's 5th grade raised the most of any class with $294.  
They were honored on the March 28th all-school assembly. 
 
As the April temperatures warm, we begin to do more 
outside activities in Physical Education, including the fitness tests.  PLEASE have your 
child bring a good pair of running shoes if they wear sandals or crocks to school.  Thank 
you, Happy Spring!! 
 
Mr. Allberry    
 

 
 

McDonald òHAL PALó Attends Gifted Conference 
Betty Knepke, McDonald first grade teacher, was among a group of educators who attended 

the Nebraska Association for the Gifted Annual Conference held February 28th and 

February 29th in Omaha.   

This professional development opportunity was supported by funding from the John 

Russell Applegate Training Grant for Teachers at Mid Nebraska Community Foundation, 

based in North Platte.  The grant covered registration and other conference costs for 

the òHAL PALSó.  

Denise DiGiovanni, North Platte Public Schoolõs HAL (High Ability Learner) Director wrote 

the HAL PALS grant proposal.  òHAL PALS is a training project designed to help meet the 

goals of the HAL program which include identification, programming, and professional 

development.   Our PALS are teachers in the district interested in Promoting the Awareness 

of Learning Styles, particularly those of high ability learners.ó 

 

òThe HAL conference was filled with information, exciting ideas, and motivationó, remarked 

Knepke.   òAfter attending the conference, it makes a professional person want to re-enter 

the classroom and revamp many of the things that are currently happening in the classroom, 

not only to become more effective in helping the high ability learners but also the other 

students.  It was a great motivation booster for me - let's move forward with the HAL 

program in North Platte!ó 



 

For more information about the North Platte Public Schools HAL program, go to 

http://www.teacherweb.com/ne/npps/hal.   

 
 
 

Counselorôs Corner 

Character Counts 
 

In March all students at McDonald School completed a series of lessons on the six pillars of character.  

Your student has learned about: 

 

Trustworthiness 
Be honest - Donôt deceive, cheat, or steal - Be reliable - Have the courage to do the right thing - Build a 

good reputation - Be loyal (stand by your family, friends and country) 

 

Respect 
Treat others with respect ï Follow the Golden Rule ï Be tolerant of differences ï Use good manners, not 

bad language ï Be considerate of the feelings of others ï Donôt threaten, hit or hurt anyone ï Deal 

peacefully with anger, insults and disagreements 

 

Responsibility 

 
Do what you are supposed to do ï Persevere: keep on trying ï Always do your best ï Use self-control ï Be 

self disciplined ï Think before you act:  consider the consequences ï Be accountable for your choices 

 

Fairness 

 
Play by the rules ï Take turns and share ï Be open-minded ï Listen to others ï Donôt take advantage of 

others ï Donôt blame others carelessly 

 

Caring 

 
Be kind ï Be compassionate and show you care ï Express gratitude 

Forgive others ï Help people in need 

 

Citizenship 

 
Do your share to make your school and community better ï Cooperate ï Get involved in community affairs 

ï Stay informed ï Vote ï Be a good neighbor ï Obey rules and laws ï Respect authority ï Protect the 

environment 

 

 

 

Encourage your child to be a person of good character. 

 

Margaret Ziegler 

Counselor 

 
 
 

http://www.teacherweb.com/ne/npps/hal


 
 
 

KIDS Klub  April  News and Information 
Ongoing events and activities: 

 Our daily schedule includes a snack, recess, homework assistance, a read aloud 

story, various activities including center time of drawing, cooperative games, building and 

creativity. We are having some guest presenters and instructors as well, providing lessons 

on recycling and science.  

Wednesdays 3rd through 5th graders involved in the WIN program join us for snacks. 

  

PUBLIC LIBRARY DAYS AND INFORAMTION:   

We  visit the public library on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month. You may go with 

your child if they are at least in 1st  grade  to the library to get their own library 

card. If they do not have their own card, they may choose 1 or 2 books to have me 

check out for KIDS Klub. This month we will go on April 1st and 15th.  

 

March  Mega Day ð 
April 18th will be our next Mega Day. The theme will be space and science. Please 

check after the first week of April for a flyer. To ensure your space, remember to 

sign up early. Registrations do occasionally get limited due to staffing, space, and 

the number we are licensed to have at one site. Plan ahead so that you have a spot.  

 

Kids Klub on the Move: 
April 16th will be our last KIDS Klub on the Move for this year. The Rec Center staff 

will be at our school for special activities.  

 

SUMMER ACADEMY 
KIDS Klub will run a 7 week Summer Academy beginning June 9th. Students will 

have academic lessons of reading, language arts, math and science in the 

morning and enrichment activities in the afternoon including swimming at Cody 

Pool, swim lessons, and cooking classes. All with an Olympic theme. More 

information is available in the school office.  
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